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Kaikoura and Christchurch Tour
The perfect 2 day tour of the South Island - begin in Wellington before travelling across the Cook
Strait to journey down the east coast. Stop in Kaikoura and head out for a magical whale-watching
tour before continuing south. Finish up your exciting 2 days in the beautiful garden city of
Christchurch.

Starts in: Auckland
Finishes in: Christchurch
Length: 3days / 2nights
Accommodation: Motels
Can be customised: Yes

This itinerary can be customised to suit you
perfectly. We can add more days, remove days,
change accommodations, mix it up, add
activities to suit your interests or simply design
and create something from scratch. Call us
today to get your custom New Zealand itinerary
underway.

Inclusions:

Includes: All coach transport
Includes: All pick ups/drop offs at destinations
Includes: Afterhours emergency support while touring
Included activity: The Northern Explorer Scenic Train: Auckland to Wellington Scenic Plus
Included activity: The Visitor Promise - Cultural Learning Course
Included activity: Interislander Ferry Wellington to Picton
Included activity: Picton to Kaikoura by Intercity Coach
Included activity: Shared Transfer from Kaikoura Railway Station to Accommodation with Kaikoura
Shuttles
Included activity: Ocean's Cabin with Whale Watch Kaikōura
Included activity: Shared Transfer from Kaikoura Accommodation to Railway Station with Kaikoura
Shuttles
Included activity: Kaikoura to Christchurch with Intercity
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Day 1

Auckland
Auckland, or Tāmaki Makaurau in Māori, is a city that effortlessly blends vibrant urban life with stunning natural beauty. Take a ferry to Waiheke
Island for award-winning wineries, olive groves, and pristine beaches, or explore Devonport, a charming seaside suburb with historic streets and
caf&eacute; culture. Climb One Tree Hill or the volcanic Mt Eden for panoramic views of the city and harbour. Shop and dine in Ponsonby's
stylish boutiques and eateries, or experience the eclectic energy of K Road, once a red-light district and now the world&rsquo;s sixth coolest
street. Nature enthusiasts can wander the Auckland Botanic Gardens, hike the scenic Waitākere Ranges, or surf the rugged west coast
beaches like Piha and Muriwai. Art lovers can visit the Auckland Art Gallery, while adventure seekers can sail the Waitematā Harbour or take in
the city skyline from the iconic Sky Tower. With its mix of culture, cuisine, and outdoor escapes, Auckland promises unforgettable experiences
for every traveller.

The Northern Explorer Scenic Train: Auckland to Wellington Scenic Plus
Great Journeys New Zealand's Scenic Plus carriage provides comfort and vast panoramic views as you journey through the heart of the North
Island, travelling between Auckland, New Zealand's largest city, to Wellington, New Zealand's arts and culture capital. Along the way, you pass
the Central North Island ski towns of National Park and Ohakune. You also see fantastic views of New Zealand farmland, the volcanic plateau,
Mount Ruapehu, the world-famous Raurimu Spiral, and stunning river gorges - all from panoramic windows or open-air viewing decks. Scenic
Plus offers an all-inclusive experience and the dedicated Scenic Plus carriage features large panoramic windows giving sweeping views of the
magnificent North Island. The Observation Carriage includes a mix of seating including lounge-style seating. The lounge-style seating is
arranged at the very rear of this glass-backed carriage enabling you to enjoy a totally unique Northern Explorer experience.

Your accommodation: Adina CityLife Wellington
Adina CityLife Wellington is a suite style hotel with every amenity required for a comfortable stay, as well as
being in a superb location to explore the compact city centre. Situated on Lambton Quay, you’ll find the best
shopping, tourist attractions and cultural landmarks all within easy walking distance.

Day 2

Interislander Ferry Wellington to Picton
The 92 km journey between Wellington and Picton takes around 3 hours and has been described as 'one of the most beautiful ferry rides in the
world'. Leaving Wellington Harbour the ferry passes many interesting points such as Pencarrow Head on top of which is New Zealand's oldest
lighthouse (1859). Red Rocks is home to a seal colony and Oterangi Bay is the site which recorded the country's highest ever wind speed of
268 kph (167 mph).
From the Cook Strait spectacular views of the Kaikōura Ranges on the South Island can be enjoyed and dolphins and many sea birds are often
seen. Around one hour of the cruise takes you through the Marlborough Sounds and this region of bush covered mountains, small islands,
crystal clear waters and secluded bays offer remarkable photographic opportunities. The final leg of the cruise travels through Queen Charlotte
Sound before coming to an end in the picturesque town of Picton.

Picton to Kaikoura by Intercity Coach
From Picton, you head south on State Highway 1 towards Blenheim which sits right at the heart of New Zealand's largest wine-producing region,
Marlborough. Crossing the 'dry hills' of the Marlborough ranges you head towards one of the most spectacular coastlines of the South Island,
the Kaikoura Coast. The road hugs the shore for around 50 kilometers and offers many chances to view the native wildlife such as seabirds and
New Zealand fur seals. To the east are the turquoise waters of the South Pacific Ocean and to the west are the towering Kaikoura Ranges.
Kaikoura Township is a bustling little place with many cafes, restaurants, and shops but the main reason for visiting here is the wildlife.

Shared Transfer from Kaikoura Railway Station to Accommodation with Kaikoura Shuttles
Today you will be met at Kaikoura railway station and transferred to your accommodation.
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Your accommodation: The White Morph, Kaikōura
Set on the Esplanade in Kaikōura, The White Morph enjoys commanding views of the ocean and
mountains. Just a 10-minute walk into town, The White Morph has been beautifully placed so that you can
take in the spectacular scenery of Kaikoura while enjoying the variety of attractions on offer.

Day 3

Ocean's Cabin with Whale Watch Kaikōura
Experience New Zealand's only marine-based whale-watching company. Whale Watch Kaikōura offers a once-in-a-lifetime, up-close encounter
with the giant Sperm Whale. You are also likely to encounter New Zealand fur seals, dolphins, and albatross. Depending on the season you
may also see Pilot, Blue, and Southern Right whales as well as migrating humpbacks. Often orcas can be spotted here and the world's smallest
dolphin, the Hectors, occasionally makes an appearance.

Shared Transfer from Kaikoura Accommodation to Railway Station with Kaikoura Shuttles
You will be met at your accommodation by a representative from Kaikoura Shuttles and transported to your point of departure.

Kaikoura to Christchurch with Intercity
The drive from Kaikoura to Christchurch continues to follow the spectacular coastline before heading inland and through North Canterbury's
major wine region, the Waipara Valley. You are also introduced to the South Island's most numerous inhabitants, the sheep. Arriving in
Christchurch City puts you close to the airport and the International Antarctic Centre and a visit is highly recommended. Here you can get as
close to experiencing life on the frozen continent without actually visiting plus see New Zealand's little blue penguins and ride in a Haaglund
Tracked vehicle.

Your accommodation: Bella Vista Christchurch
Bella Vista Motel Christchurch offers a great range of comfortable modern units with excellent facilities.
Enjoy the convenience of being located in close proximity to the Christchurch CBD, shops, entertainment
and other activities.
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Tour details
Departures: Daily
Tour type: Independant Bus & Coach
Starts: Auckland
Finishes: Christchurch
Tour length: 3
Accomodation: Motels
Car/transport type:  

Accommodation summary
Day 1 Adina CityLife Wellington
Day 2 The White Morph, Kaikōura
Day 3 Bella Vista Christchurch
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