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Auckland to Christchurch 11 Day Splendour
A popular 11 day tour with a relaxed pace that allows plenty of time to explore the diverse New
Zealand landscapes and scenery. From the North Island’s rich Maori culture and modern
cosmopolitan cities, you’ll venture south crossing the Cook Strait to the picturesque Marlborough
Sounds, wildlife mecca of Kaikoura and alpine village of Hanmer Springs.

Starts in: Auckland
Finishes in: Christchurch
Length: 11days / 10nights
Accommodation: Motels
Can be customised: Yes

This itinerary can be customised to suit you
perfectly. We can add more days, remove days,
change accommodations, mix it up, add
activities to suit your interests or simply design
and create something from scratch. Call us
today to get your custom New Zealand itinerary
underway.

Inclusions:

Includes: Late model rental cars
Includes: Fully inclusive rental car insurance (excess may apply)
Includes: Unlimited kms
Includes: GPS navigation
Includes: Airport & ferry terminal rental car fees
Includes: Additional drivers
Includes: Comprehensive tour pack (detailed itinerary, driving instructions, map/guidebooks,
brochures)
Includes: 24/7 support while touring New Zealand
Included activity: Private Transfer Auckland Airport to Auckland accommodation with Tourcorp
Included activity: Electronic Travel Guide and In-Country Support App
Included activity: Interislander Ferry Wellington to Picton

For a detailed copy of this itinerary go to http://gailhughestravelmanagers.nzwt.co.nz/tour.php?tour_id=201 or call us on

https://www.travelmanagers.com.au/ptm/GailHughes/
http://gailhughestravelmanagers.nzwt.co.nz/tour.php?tour_id=201


Day 1

Private Transfer Auckland Airport to Auckland Accommodation
You will be met at the Auckland airport by the driver and transferred to your Auckland accommodation.

Welcome to Auckland
Auckland, New Zealand's self-proclaimed "City of Sails" is the country's largest metro area. Resting between the Pacific Ocean and the Tasman
Sea, this urban paradise has something for everyone. Surrounded by native bush, rainforests, and an abundance of beaches, Auckland is a
playground for both the city savvy and those with an eye for adventure. Explore the central museums and galleries on foot, or get out onto the
water to experience the best views of the city.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Harbour Sailing Cruise with Explore
Enjoy the City of Sails from the water on a relaxed harbour sailing yacht. This cruise offers a uniquely local experience experiencing the harbour
under sail with a small vessel with an intimate and engaging atmosphere. View the stunning city sights while sailing on the inner Waitemata
Harbour. Sail where the wind takes us while enjoying Auckland's city highlights; including sailing under the Harbour Bridge and other well-known
landmarks along the harbour's edge. The crew's local knowledge will give you the best harbour sailing experience Auckland has to offer.
Become the crew and help participate with the sailing experience take the helm while you carve through the water, or if you prefer just sit back
and relax above deck.

Your accommodation: Sudima Auckland City
Conveniently located within easy walking distance of Auckland’s bustling shopping, arts, dining and
entertainment precincts and opposite the New Zealand International Convention Centre.

Day 2

Collect your rental car
This tour can be priced with any of the rental cars available in our fantastic range, from economy hatchbacks to prestige saloons and SUV's.

Explore Auckland City
Perched on the edge of a large natural harbour, New Zealand's &lsquo;City of Sails&rsquo; offers the best of both worlds. Sandy beaches,
native bush and lush rainforests give way to a vibrant urban culture, humming with life. Spend time in the Viaduct Harbour, try your hand at
sailing an America&rsquo;s Cup yacht or take the ferry to nearby Waiheke Island for a gourmet food and wine experience.
Walk (if you're that way inclined) to the top of Auckland's highest volcano, Mt Eden, and take in soaring views of the gulf. Pack a picnic lunch
and lose yourself in one of the 800 regional national parks on offer or grab a book and relax on a deserted beach. Head up the Sky Tower,
standing at just over 300m tall (about 1,000 feet) and have a meal in the 360 degree revolving restaurant. Scale the outermost perimeter of the
Harbour Bridge or test your stomach and bungy off both. To end your day, catch a cab to Ponsonby Road and sample some upmarket culinary
delights.
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SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Waiheke Island Explorer Hop On Hop Off Tour
The most flexible tour on Waiheke Island, introducing you to the island's top spots! Start the tour of at Auckland harbor cruising on the ferry to
reach Waiheke Island where you can hop on and off as much as you like at any of the 16 convenient stops which include vineyards, beaches
and restaurants. If you prefer, stay on board and enjoy a 1 1/2 hour scenic tour of the island.
The buses stop at some of the island's iconic spots including Oneroa Village, Onetangi Beach, Batch Winery, the new Tantalus winery/brewery,
Mudbrick Vineyard, Cable Bay Vineyard and more.
Knowledgeable tour drivers, and the addition of an on-board host, ensure you'll receive the most informative commentary as you travel around
and you can get all the local tips and tricks for how best to enjoy Waiheke.
The Explorer Hop on Hop off departs from each hop on hop-off location approximately every 60 minutes throughout the day. At the end of the
tour hop on the ferry and cruise the sparkling waters back to the Auckland harbor.

Your accommodation: Sudima Auckland City
Conveniently located within easy walking distance of Auckland’s bustling shopping, arts, dining and
entertainment precincts and opposite the New Zealand International Convention Centre.

Day 3

Auckland to Rotorua
The drive south from Auckland takes you past the Bombay Hills and into the rolling farmland and rich dairy pastures of the Waikato. The
Bombay Hills mark the outer boundary of greater Auckland area and it's here you turn inland to central Waikato. You’ll soon go through the town
of Matamata where you can visit the fully intact Hobbiton film set used in the shooting of the Lord of The Rings and Hobbit trilogies. Continuing
on, you’ll pass several small farming communities before telltale signs of steam and other geothermal activity signal your arrival into Rotorua.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Hobbiton Movie Set tour from Shires Rest
Become immersed in the The Lord of the Rings and Hobbit films when you visit the actual Hobbiton movie set. Located just outside of Matamata
in the heart of the lush Waikato farming region, your tour will begin with a drive through a picturesque sheep farm. You'll then be taken through
Hobbit Holes, the Green Dragon Inn, the Mill and the Party Tree while your guide shares behind-the-scenes tales and insight into the making of
the films. Spend time wandering through Bagshot Row before being led inside a Hobbit Hole to view the detailed interiors, designed to provide
an authentic glimpse into the dwelling of a Hobbit.

Your accommodation: Silver Fern Suites & Spa
Silver Fern Suites & Spa is located just minutes from Rotorua's city centre and is close to popular thermal
attractions, cafes, restaurants and golf courses. Suites have a private spa pool or double spa bath for you to
unwind and relax.

Day 4
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Explore Rotorua
Peppered with natural hot springs, boiling mud pools and steaming geysers, Rotorua sits within one of the worlds most active volcanic regions.
Geothermal landmarks aside, this city of sulphur has a rich indigenous history. Home to several prominent Maori tribes, a visit to one of the
Maori Villages should be high on your agenda, as should an excursion to the Polynesian Spa for an invigorating soak in its natural mineral hot
springs.
Spike your adrenaline at Velocity Valley Adventure Park on stomach-dropping attractions such as static skydiving, or a giant swing reaching 130
km per hour. Alternatively, head up the Rotorua Gondola for soaring lake views, and ride the luge at night for an extra thrill.
Fans of Lord of the Rings and The Hobbit should drive to nearby Matamata and experience the actual movie set &lsquo;Hobbiton&rsquo;. Make
the most of your time in Rotorua with an excursion through the Wai-O-Tapu Thermal Wonderland, one of the area&rsquo;s most colourful
volcanic attractions.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - National Kiwi Hatchery Tour
The National Kiwi Hatchery Tour is a special opportunity to gain insight into and view this highly regarded conservation centre. Developed with
the visitor experience in mind, the hatchery boasts special viewing opportunities and is hosted by kiwi expert guides who ensure guests leave
fully informed and all questions answered. Learn all about New Zealand&rsquo;s intriguing national icon and the efforts of the kiwi husbandry
team, see and discover what it takes to hatch and rare chicks, and if you&rsquo;re lucky see baby chicks in person!

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Orakei Korako Hidden Valley with Volcanic Air Safaris by floatplane
From above Mount Tarawera impressive views include vast volcanic rifts, distant national parks and our treasured lakes. Flying south on a
floatplane, you will gain an appreciation of what local Maori refer to as the &lsquo;Sisters of Fire&rsquo;. Here, volcanic activity has pierced the
earth surface across the fault-line forming the reserves of Waimangu and Wai-O-Tapu which, when viewed from above, dismay a spectacular
palette of natures most vibrant colours. Landing at Orakei Korako, &lsquo;the Hidden Valley&rsquo;, is an amazing opportunity to experience
hot springs, gushing geysers and the natural beauty of this geothermal wonderland.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Te Pā Tū Evening Maori Cultural Experience
New Zealand&rsquo;s Most Awarded Cultural Attraction, presenting Te Pā Tū. Feast on song, drama, tradition, and divine seasonal kai (cuisine)
within the forest Pā (village) blanketed by towering Tawa trees, blazing bonfires, and a forest-formed amphitheatre. Te Pā Tū shares Māori
history, traditions, and cultural aspirations across 4-hours of celebration and feasting. These events change with each season of the
maramataka, the Māori lunar calendar.

Your accommodation: Silver Fern Suites & Spa
Silver Fern Suites & Spa is located just minutes from Rotorua's city centre and is close to popular thermal
attractions, cafes, restaurants and golf courses. Suites have a private spa pool or double spa bath for you to
unwind and relax.

Day 5

Rotorua to Wellington
The drive from Rotorua to Wellington takes you via the township of Taupo home to New Zealand&rsquo;s largest lake. Following the lakeshore
South you&rsquo;ll pass Turani and then ascend the central plateau onto the high country Rangipo Desert. Skirting the edge of Tongariro
National Park, you&rsquo;ll reach the military town of Waiouru before descending through rich farmland and the rural towns of Taihape And
Mangaweka. Follow the coast through Paraparaumu, Paekakariki and Plimmerton to arrive at your destination, Wellington.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Wai-O-Tapu Thermal Wonderland
Wai-O-Tapu Thermal Wonderland is a spectacular showcase of New Zealand&rsquo;s most colourful and unique geothermal elements sculpted
by thousands of years of volcanic activity. You are introduced to a uniquely different natural landscape &ndash; the key to what you see lies
below the surface &ndash; one of the most extensive geothermal systems in New Zealand, extending over 18-sq. km. Enjoy viewing unique
volcanic features as you walk at your own pace along well-defined tracks. Relax in the first-class Visitor Centre, home to the Gift Shop and
Caf&eacute; facilities. Visit the Mud Pool, the largest in New Zealand, it was originally the site of a large mud volcano which was destroyed
through erosion in the 1920s. See the history and beauty of the Lady Knox Geyser at 10:15 am every day. Lady Knox Geyser provides a unique
opportunity to see an eruption to heights of 10 to 20 metres.
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Your accommodation: CityLife Wellington
City Life Wellington is a suite style hotel with every amenity required for a comfortable stay, as well as being
in a superb location to explore the compact city centre. Situated on Lambton Quay, you’ll find the best
shopping, tourist attractions and cultural landmarks all within easy walking distance.

Day 6

Wellington City
Wellington home to New Zealand&rsquo;s centre of government has a largely cosmopolitan feel. Often referred to as &lsquo;mini Melbourne',
this (self-described) windy city is a melting pot of art, culture, food, and fashion. Quirky laneway bars, underground art shows, and hipster
eateries make up its inner-city vibe, while a host of sandy beaches outside the urban bustle bring a cheerful holiday feel.
Head to Te Papa Museum for a history lesson and a ticket to one of its many international exhibitions or jump aboard the Wellington Cable Car
at Lambton Quay - the only running funicular railway in the country. For those with an eye for boutique, fashion wander through Cuba St to
sample some of the city's best vintage stores. Break for coffee at a hipster cafe and be sure to snap a pic outside the &lsquo;Beehive,&rsquo;
New Zealand&rsquo;s parliamentary debate chamber.
Go behind the scenes at Weta Workshop Experience, the Oscar Award Winning design studio behind Lord Of The Rings, The Hobbit, and
Avatar. If you're a foodie at heart, a two-hour round trip to Martinborough is a must-do. Take your time as you wind through spectacular wine
country, and be sure to stop in at Martinborough Wines or Ata Rangi Martinborough. For an educational day out, learn about New Zealand's
native species at Zealandia, the world's first fully-fenced eco-sanctuary and home to over 40 types of endangered and native birds.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Wellington Half Day Tour
Witness the best sights of New Zealand's capital city up close and personal, before experiencing the beauty of the coastline that surrounds
central Wellington and its harbour. On this tour, you will head for the hills of Mt Victoria to witness the stunning landscape of Wellington and its
harbour below. You will then follow the coastline round to the Weta Cave Museum, which is the showpiece of Peter Jackson's film empire. After
a drive around the south coast, you will head back into the city for a ride on the Cable Car and a walk around the lady Norwood rose gardens.
The tour concludes with a visit to the Beehive and our Parliament buildings.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Lord Of The Rings Half Day Tour - Wellington
With some of the best Lord of the Rings tours Wellington has to offer, you will not be disappointed on this tour. You'll visit local filming locations,
view a short documentary showing the filmmaking exploits of Peter Jackson and his remarkable team and be guided through the sights and
sounds of the Weta Workshop in Miramar. This is followed by a fascinating 'Window into the workshop' exhibition, showing film props and
weaponry, with the artists themselves describing how the artefacts were created.

Your accommodation: CityLife Wellington
City Life Wellington is a suite style hotel with every amenity required for a comfortable stay, as well as being
in a superb location to explore the compact city centre. Situated on Lambton Quay, you’ll find the best
shopping, tourist attractions and cultural landmarks all within easy walking distance.

Day 7
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Interislander Ferry Wellington to Picton
The 92 km journey between Wellington and Picton takes around 3 hours and has been described as 'one of the most beautiful ferry rides in the
world'. Leaving Wellington Harbour you pass many interesting points such as Pencarrow Head on top of which is New Zealand's oldest
lighthouse (1859). Red Rocks is home to a seal colony and Oterangi Bay is the site which recorded the country's highest ever wind speed of
268 kph (167 mph).
From the Cook Strait spectacular views of the Kaikoura Ranges on the South Island can be enjoyed and dolphins and many sea birds are often
seen. Around one hour of the cruise takes you through the Marlborough Sounds and this region of bush covered mountains, small islands,
crystal clear waters and secluded bays offer remarkable photographic opportunities. The final leg of your cruise travels through Queen Charlotte
Sound before coming to an end in the picturesque town of Picton.

Collect your rental car
This tour can be priced with any of the rental cars available in our fantastic range, from economy hatchbacks to prestige saloons and SUV's.

Picton to Blenheim
Only short 30 minute drive, you&rsquo;ll follow the valley south to arrive in Blenheim, located in the heart of Marlborough - New
Zealand&rsquo;s largest wine producing region. Go through acres of leafy green vines and marvel at the magnificent &lsquo;dry hills&rsquo; of
Marlborough in the distance.

Your accommodation: Bella Vista Blenheim
In a quiet location and close to town, Bella Vista Motel is in the heart of Blenheim. Surrounded by the world-
famous Marlborough wine growing area and just a few minutes walk from a wide variety of restaurants and
bars.

Day 8

Blenheim to Kaikoura
Cross the 'dry hills' of Marlborough and head towards one of the most spectacular coastlines of the South Island, the Kaikoura Coast. The road
hugs the shore for around 50 kilometres and offers many chances to view native wildlife. To the east is the South Pacific Ocean and to the west
the towering Kaikoura Ranges. Kaikoura Township is a bustling little place with many cafes, restaurants and shops, but the main reason for
visiting here is the wildlife and it's one of the only places in New Zealand you can see whales year round.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Marlborough Icons Tour with Marlborough Tour Company - Lunch Included
Marlborough has become world famous for two iconic areas, the Marlborough wine region and the Marlborough Sounds. Enjoy the perfect
combo tour through both areas on the Marlborough Icons Tour. This tour starts in the heart of the Marlborough wine region with two fine wine
experiences including Cloudy Bay winery, then in the afternoon enjoy a totally unique Seafood Cruise in the Marlborough Sounds. Learn about
seafood farming, take in the stunning scenery and enjoy fresh local seafood with a glass of award winning Marlborough Sauvignon Blanc.

Your accommodation: The White Morph, Kaikoura
Set on the Esplanade in Kaikōura, The White Morph enjoys commanding views of the ocean and
mountains. Just a 10-minute walk into town, The White Morph has been beautifully placed so that you can
take in the spectacular scenery of Kaikoura while enjoying the variety of attractions on offer.
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Day 9

Kaikoura to Hanmer Springs
The drive from Kaikoura follows the spectacular coast before heading inland through North Canterbury&rsquo;s major wine region, The Waipara
Valley. You&rsquo;ll see many sheep as you wind your way through the vineyards and small towns of Rotherham and Waiau before arriving into
the alpine village of Hanmer Springs, your destination for the night.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Ocean's Cabin with Whale Watch Kaikoura
Experience New Zealand's only marine based whale watching company. Whale Watch Kaikoura offer a once-in-a-lifetime, up close encounter
with the giant Sperm Whale. You are also likely to encounter New Zealand fur seals, dusky dolphins and albatross. Depending on the season
you may also see pilot, blue and southern right whales as well as migrating humpbacks. Often orcas can be spotted here and the world's
smallest dolphin, the Hectors, occasionally make an appearance.
Cruise in style on modern catamarans, specifically designed for whale watching, featuring large passenger cabins and outside viewing decks.
Passenger numbers for each tour are kept below the vessel carrying capacity to ensure your tour experience remains a personal one.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Jet Boating Hanmer Springs with Hanmer Springs Attractions
Power through the spectacular Waiau River canyon with spins and thrills galore on this action-packed Hanmer Springs Jet Boat ride. Experience
travelling across just centimetres of water and rotating through exhilarating spins as your qualified and professional driver navigates you through
narrow gorges and braided shallows. A must-do activity suited to both adventure-seekers and families alike.

Your accommodation: Clear Ridge Apartments
Designed with comfort and style in mind, the modern decor and spacious luxury apartments that Clear
Ridge has to offer complement the spectacular alpine surroundings. This luxury accommodation complex
offers a variety of fully-furnished apartments, with kitchen and laundry facilities as well as large private
balconies or courtyards.

Day 10

Hanmer Springs  to Christchurch
Today you&rsquo;ll travel through the Waipara Valley, the fastest wine growing region in New Zealand and across the Canterbury Plains to
Christchurch. You&rsquo;ll pass vast grassy plains and parched farming landscapes as you make your way over the Weka Pass and past small
towns such as Amberley and Leithfield before arriving into the largest Port in the South Island, Christchurch.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Christchurch Gondola
In the Heathcote Valley, just fifteen minutes from the heart of Christchurch City, ride the Christchurch Gondola for nearly a kilometer to the
collapsed rim of an extinct volcano, which exploded six million years ago. Take in the spectacular panoramic views of the central city, Lyttelton
Harbour, Banks Peninsula, Canterbury Plains, and the distant peaks of the Southern Alps. Wander the summit complex, enjoy a coffee or lunch
in the cafe, and choose one of many nature walks to explore or visit the Christchurch Discovery Rice, a dramatic reconstruction of the history of
the Port Hills and Christchurch.&nbsp;
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SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Discover Christchurch Afternoon Tour
A half day sightseeing tour of Christchurch highlighting both the damage to the city inflicted by several large earthquakes in 2010 and 2011 and
the rebuild which is currently in progress, together with the surviving beauty of the city and the historical landmarks. Experience the grand
architecture, beautiful gardens and scenic viewpoints on a half-day city tour of Christchurch.
The tour commences in the central city of Christchurch and covers the area which was completely devastated by the Christchurch earthquakes
in February 2011. The guide will explain both the history of the city and the effects of the earthquake. On leaving the inner city, the tour travels
to Mona Vale a historic homestead and gardens. Then you will travel to the Sign of the Takahe, a historic building with a lookout providing
spectacular views over the city, Canterbury Plains and to the Southern Alps. The tour then travels via the Port Hills and Lyttleton Harbour by
way of the Sign of the Kiwi and Governors Bay to the Port of Lyttleton. The tour proceeds through the Lyttleton harbour tunnel to the seaside
suburb of Sumner and cave rock before returning to the central city where the tour will conclude.

Your accommodation: Quality Suites Amore
Amore Motor Lodge is one of the newest motels in Riccarton, Christchurch. The modern, well-appointed
studio suites and spacious 2-bedroom apartments provide the ultimate in comfort are fully self-contained.
Stay just 100 metres from the Westfield Mall and a short walk to Hagley Park and Riccarton Bush Farmers
Market.

Day 11

Return your vehicle to Christchurch Airport
Explore more of Christchurch before dropping your rental car at the airport depot and continuing your onward journey.
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Tour details
Departures: Daily
Tour type: Nationwide Self Drive
Starts: Auckland
Finishes: Christchurch
Tour length: 11
Accomodation: Motels
Car/transport type:  

Included activities
Includes Private airport transfers

Includes Interislander ferry crossing

Accommodation summary
Day 1 Sudima Auckland City
Day 2 Sudima Auckland City
Day 3 Silver Fern Suites & Spa
Day 4 Silver Fern Suites & Spa
Day 5 CityLife Wellington
Day 6 CityLife Wellington
Day 7 Bella Vista Blenheim
Day 8 The White Morph, Kaikoura
Day 9 Clear Ridge Apartments
Day 10 Quality Suites Amore
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