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North Island Spectacular
A comprehensive North Island tour exploring from Cape Reinga in the north, to the charming capital
city of Wellington in the south. Along the way you’ll travel at a relaxed pace and experience
welcoming hospitality at some of the best boutique lodges. Highlights include the Bay of Islands
cruise, Cape Reinga and Ninety Mile Beach tour. In Rotorua you’ll take a tour by float plane to the
Waimangu Valley and enjoy a visit to Tamaki Maori Village including dinner.

Starts in:

Auckland

Finishes in:

Wellington

Length:

13days / 12nights

Accommodation:

Boutique lodges & hotels

Can be customised:

Yes

This itinerary can be customised to suit you
perfectly. We can add more days, remove days,
change accommodations, mix it up, add
activities to suit your interests or simply design
and create something from scratch. Call us
today to get your custom New Zealand itinerary
underway.

Inclusions:
Includes: Late model rental cars

Includes: Fully inclusive rental car insurance
(excess may apply)

Includes: Unlimited kms

Includes: GPS navigation

Includes: Airport & ferry terminal rental car fees

Includes: Additional drivers

Includes: Comprehensive tour pack (detailed
itinerary, driving instructions, map/guidebooks,
brochures)
Included activity: Private Transfer Auckland
Airport to Auckland accommodation with
Tourcorp
Included activity: Mount Tarawera Fly Drive
Combo by Floatplane

Includes: 24/7 support while touring New Zealand

Included activity: Cape Reinga & Ninety Mile
Beach Full Day Tour with Explore/Fuller
GreatSights
Included activity: Te Pa Tu Evening Maori
Cultural Experience

Included activity: Private Footwhistle Glowworm
Cave Tour

Included activity: Travel guide and in-country
support
Included activity: Hole in the Rock Cruise with
Fullers GreatSights

: 12 breakfasts, 1 lunch, 1 dinner, 1 special
dinner

For a detailed copy of this itinerary go to http://gailhughestravelmanagers.nzwt.co.nz/tour.php?tour_id=241 or call us on

Day 1

Private Transfer Auckland Airport to Auckland Accommodation
You will be met at the Auckland airport by the driver and transferred to your Auckland accommodation.

Welcome to Auckland
Auckland, New Zealand's self-proclaimed "City of Sails" is the country's largest metro area. Resting between the Pacific Ocean and the Tasman
Sea, this urban paradise has something for everyone. Surrounded by native bush, rainforests, and an abundance of beaches, Auckland is a
playground for both the city savvy and those with an eye for adventure. Explore the central museums and galleries on foot, or get out onto the
water to experience the best views of the city.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Harbour Sailing Cruise with Explore
Enjoy the City of Sails from the water on a relaxed harbour sailing yacht. This cruise offers a uniquely local experience experiencing the harbour
under sail with a small vessel with an intimate and engaging atmosphere. View the stunning city sights while sailing on the inner Waitemata
Harbour. Sail where the wind takes us while enjoying Auckland's city highlights; including sailing under the Harbour Bridge and other well-known
landmarks along the harbour's edge. The crew's local knowledge will give you the best harbour sailing experience Auckland has to offer.
Become the crew and help participate with the sailing experience take the helm while you carve through the water, or if you prefer just sit back
and relax above deck.

Your accommodation: Fable Auckland
Located right on Queen Street the Fable Auckland is boutique and stylish property with an ideal location to
enjoy and explore the vibrant heart of the 'City of Sails'.

Day 2

Collect your rental car
This tour can be priced with any of the rental cars available in our fantastic range, from economy hatchbacks to prestige saloons and SUV's.

GPS navigation
Navigating New Zealand can be done easily in two ways. If you have a smartphone, you will be able to connect it to the USB of your rental car
and your maps and other apps will display on the screen in the centre console of your vehicle, with the sound coming through the car speakers.
If you don't have a smartphone, chat to us to ensure we book you a car with a portable GPS system. Your portable GPS features a simple touch
screen interface, with automatic route calculation and turn-by-turn voice-prompted directions, which announces street names. The automotivegrade GPS unit is easy to use and has multiple language options.

Auckland to Russell, Bay of Islands
The drive from Auckland to the Bay of Islands normally takes around three and a half hours, but plan to take a little longer for there are many
things to see along the way. Stretch your legs in Puhoi, New Zealand's only Bohemian settlement. Go through Warkworth, and Whangarei and
see the world famous hundertwasser toilets in Kawakawa. Arriving into Russell via the Opua Ferry, you'll be greeted by lush bush-clad hillsides
dropping to golden sandy beaches.
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Your accommodation: Arcadia Lodge, Russell
Arcadia Lodge is a Russell landmark, a turn of the century home and luxury bed and breakfast overlooking
Russell's tranquil Matauwhi Bay.
Meals included:

Breakfast

Day 3

Explore the Bay of Islands
Commonly known as the &lsquo;winterless north&rsquo; New Zealand&rsquo;s Bay of Islands is made up of over 140 subtropical atolls.
Renowned for its untouched beaches, abundant marine life and idyllic climate, this tropical paradise ticks all the boxes. Spend some time on a
remote stretch of beach, or see the dolphins on an ocean safari. If diving is your thing, take the morning to descend the Rainbow Warrior - The
Greenpeace flagship sunk by French saboteurs in 1985. Wander around Russell, a whaling port founded in 1843. Learn about our culture in
historic Waitangi, the site where The Treaty of Waitangi was signed in 1840 between the Maori and European settlers dictating the terms by
which New Zealand would become a British colony. Alternatively you may like to take a day tour to Cape Reinga, the very top of the North
Island.

Hole in the Rock Cruise with Fullers GreatSights
Board your cruise and take in the stunning views as you glide out through the islands and along the Rakaumangamanga Peninsula to Cape
Brett, where a historic lighthouse keeps watch over and Piercy Island/Motukōkako, or as it is popularly known the &lsquo;Hole in the
Rock&rsquo;. According to Māori legend, local warriors used to paddle through the Hole in the Rock in their canoes before departing for battle.
Drops of water from the cave roof above were a good omen. If conditions permit, your skipper will expertly guide the ship through the narrow
space. Keep an eye out for common and bottlenose dolphins, whales and other marine life during your cruise, and have your camera ready as
you get up close to the action. The purpose-built catamaran is licensed by DOC (the Department of Conservation) for dolphin viewing and the
crew have years of experience locating dolphins in these waters. Dolphin Seeker has indoor and outdoor seating available, and the largest
outdoor viewing decks in the Bay of Islands.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Waitangi Treaty Grounds Guided Tour and Cultural Performance
Waitangi is one of New Zealand's most historic sites where the Treaty of Waitangi was signed in 1840 between the local Maori and the British
Government. This two day pass allows you access to the Treaty of Waitangi Grounds and includes admission to the Te Kōngahu Museum and
Te Rau Aroha Museum and a Maori Cultural performance. During your guided tour, you'll learn about the history of the treaty and discover the
stories and events that shaped New Zealand. The cultural performance inside the carved meeting house includes waiata (singing), poi, a display
of Maori weaponry and the haka - a war dance New Zealand is well known for.

Your accommodation: Arcadia Lodge, Russell
Arcadia Lodge is a Russell landmark, a turn of the century home and luxury bed and breakfast overlooking
Russell's tranquil Matauwhi Bay.
Meals included:

Breakfast

Day 4
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Cape Reinga & Ninety Mile Beach Full Day Tour
Journey to the very tip of the North Island and uncover a region of rich Māori tradition along the way on an unforgettable full-day tour. Travel
along the sand-swept shore of Ninety Mile Beach in our purpose-built coach. Climb the massive sand dunes at Te Paki Stream and experience
the thrill of sand-boarding. In Māori tradition, Cape Reinga or Te Rerenga Wairua is the place where spirits depart on their long journey back to
the homeland. Stand at the northernmost point of New Zealand and drink in the panoramic views. As you stand beneath the iconic lighthouse,
and watch the Tasman Sea and the mighty Pacific Ocean collide far below, you'll feel the power of this special place. Throughout the day your
local driver guide will provide an entertaining and thought-provoking insight into the culture, history and natural wonders of the Far North. Your
tour also includes a delicious locally prepared lunch to keep you fuelled throughout the day.

Your accommodation: Arcadia Lodge, Russell
Arcadia Lodge is a Russell landmark, a turn of the century home and luxury bed and breakfast overlooking
Russell's tranquil Matauwhi Bay.
Meals included:

Breakfast, Lunch

Day 5

Bay of Islands to Waipoua Forest to Warkworth
Heading west from the Bay of Islands you leave the Pacific Ocean and soon and arrive into the Hokianga and the wilder seas of the Tasman.
The small townships of Omapere and Opononi have a great seaside feel and the perfect place to stop for an ice cream. The route now heads
south and into the Waipoua Forest, home to the massive Kauri trees. Make sure you allow time to take a few short walks that are signposted as
you pass through the region. Not to be missed is the 5 minute loop to view the largest of all the trees Tane Mahuta.&nbsp;
Heading back across country the Matakohe Kauri Museum is an award winning museum and has extensive displays of the regions logging,
farming and social history. Just a short drive from Warkworth towards the coast is the small township of Matakana and a little further you will find
the often deserted beaches of the Tawharanui Marine Reserve.

Your accommodation: Woodhouse Mountain Lodge Warkworth
Contemporary secluded villa accommodations in paradise-like grounds are set high above surrounding
land, meaning privacy is guaranteed and views extend as far as the Hauraki Gulf. Our facilities include a
restaurant, outdoor pool, sauna, day spa treatments, cocktail bar, and extensive grounds to explore.
Meals included:

Breakfast

Day 6

Mangawhai to Whitianga
Leaving the idyllic Warkworth region, head south on State Highway one towards Auckland. The drive takes you through farming regions, and
down through the bustling center of Auckland City. From there it&rsquo;s across the fertile Hauraki Plains towards the Thames Estuary, a haven
for wildlife, in particular, the shorebirds at Miranda. You then cross the Southern Coromandel Ranges through to the wonderful east coast of the
peninsula and the harbour town of Tairua. From here, head north to Whenuakite before turning off to head back towards the Pacific Ocean and
your final destination, Hahei.
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Your accommodation: Hahei Bed & Breakfast
Hahei Bed & Breakfast, you will be able to look forward to quiet surroundings, large swimming pool and
subtropical gardens. Relax into this idyllic environment, and prepare for the perfect beach holiday! You’ll be
able to enjoy the comfort of this peaceful, fresh-styled property.
Meals included:

Breakfast

Day 7

Hot Water Beach
Hot Water Beach derives its name from the geothermally heated water that continually seeps in through the sands. At low tide you can dig a
hole and create your own mineral pool. The beach itself is golden, fine sand and is an ideal place to relax.&nbsp;

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Cathedral Cove Classic Sea Kayak Tour
Considered one of the best sea kayaking trips in the country the Cathedral Cove Classic has got it all. The Te Whanganui-A-Hei Marine
Reserve opens up a sea kayaking paradise full of beaches, islands and rock gardens that are just waiting to be explored. Paddle through sea
caves, interact with the local marine life and discover the thrill of kayak sailing with the wind on your back. To top it off you land at Cathedral
Cove where you will be treated to the 'world famous' cappuccinos and hot chocolates on the beach! Cathedral Cove Sea Kayaking use very
stable double sea kayaks and quality safety equipment. No experience is necessary and a qualified guide accompanies throughout and offers
full instructions and assistance.

Your accommodation: Hahei Bed & Breakfast
Hahei Bed & Breakfast, you will be able to look forward to quiet surroundings, large swimming pool and
subtropical gardens. Relax into this idyllic environment, and prepare for the perfect beach holiday! You’ll be
able to enjoy the comfort of this peaceful, fresh-styled property.
Meals included:

Breakfast

Day 8

Hahei to Waitomo
Heading south perhaps detour back to the coast for a visit to the famous Hot Water Beach before you cross the range and on towards Thames,
the main town on the Coromandel Peninsula and a historic gold mining town. Next you will pass through Paeroa "World Famous in New
Zealand" as the home of L&amp;P (flavoured beverage). Carry on south towards the beautiful Edwardian spa town of Te Aroha; "The Mountain
of Love" famous for sparkling hot mineral spas and the world's only hot soda water geyser. Once you reach Matamata you are in Hobbit country
where you can still visit the film locations made famous in the movies at Hobbiton Movie Set Tours. From here you will head towards
Cambridge, which has a real feel of an English country town. A host of cafes and antique stores can help you while away an afternoon.
Buildings worthy of mention are St. Andrew's church (1881), the old water tower, hotels, the courthouse and the post office. The remainder of
the journey towards Waitomo consists of lush Waikato farmland and limestone hills which provide some great scenery. Waitomo is home of a
huge network of caves from the magical glowworms that has attracted many visitors for the past century.
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Footwhistle Glowworm Cave Tour
Enjoy a courtesy scenic shuttle to the Footwhistle Glowworm Cave while your experienced guide reveals the rich history of Waitomo. Take a
short walk through breathtaking native bushland to the cave entrance. There, your guide lights the candles which set the scene for an intimate
cave experience. You will see glowworms and cave formations up close while you appreciate the beauty of Footwhistle Cave (also known to
local Maori as Te Anaroa Cave).
The solar powered lights are kept low so you can appreciate the magnificent glowworm displays just centimetres away. Around a corner lie the
bones of one of New Zealand's lost treasures, the ancient Moa.
After enjoying a relaxed stroll through the cave, take a seat in Footwhistle's Cathedral to see it lit up by a dazzling magnesium torch. Complete
the tour by enjoying a complimentary Kawa tea whilst you relax in the punga hut surrounded by native forest.

Your accommodation: Kamahi Cottage
Kamahi Cottage is a luxury country cottage, farm stay and self-contained 5 Star Bed & Breakfast just 30
minutes from Waitomo Caves. Ideal as an intimate romantic retreat or weekend getaway, it’s peaceful and
private with stunning views. The setting is a large and lovely country garden on a typical New Zealand
sheep and cattle farm.
Meals included:

Breakfast, Dinner

Day 9

Waitomo to Rotorua
Today cross the lush farmland of the Waikato as you make your way inland to Rotorua. Pass through several small farming towns such as
Otorohanga and Putaruru, before the region’s geothermal activity signals your arrival into the city of Rotorua.

Te Pā Tū Evening Maori Cultural Experience
New Zealand&rsquo;s Most Awarded Cultural Attraction, Tamaki Māori Village presents TE PĀ TŪ. Feast on song, drama, tradition, and divine
seasonal kai (cuisine) within the forest Pā (village) blanketed by towering Tawa trees, blazing bonfires, and a forest-formed amphitheatre. Te Pā
Tū&nbsp;shares Māori history, traditions, and cultural aspirations across 4-hours of celebration and feasting. These events change with each
season of the maramataka, the Māori lunar calendar.&nbsp;

Your accommodation: The Springs Rotorua
The Springs is set in a simple yet elegant garden of roses and camellias evoking a sense of restful
contentment. The Guest Wing, with four elegant rooms, is at the rear of the house ensuring a private, quiet
stay.
Meals included:

Breakfast, Speciality Dinner

Day 10
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Explore Rotorua
Peppered with natural hot springs, boiling mud pools and steaming geysers, Rotorua sits within one of the worlds most active volcanic regions.
Geothermal landmarks aside, this city of sulphur has a rich indigenous history. Home to several prominent Maori tribes, a visit to one of the
Maori Villages should be high on your agenda, as should an excursion to the Polynesian Spa for an invigorating soak in its natural mineral hot
springs.
Spike your adrenaline at Velocity Valley Adventure Park on stomach-dropping attractions such as static skydiving, or a giant swing reaching 130
km per hour. Alternatively, head up the Rotorua Gondola for soaring lake views, and ride the luge at night for an extra thrill.
Fans of Lord of the Rings and The Hobbit should drive to nearby Matamata and experience the actual movie set &lsquo;Hobbiton&rsquo;. Make
the most of your time in Rotorua with an excursion through the Wai-O-Tapu Thermal Wonderland, one of the area&rsquo;s most colourful
volcanic attractions.

Mount Tarawera Fly Drive Combo by Floatplane
Combine the experience of a 4WD walking tour on Mount Tarawera by Kaitiaki Adventures, with the thrill of departing from the remote shores go
Lake Rerewhakaaitu by Floatplane. Enjoy a spectacular aerial overview of the Waimangu Volcanic Valley, Mount Tarawera and our hidden
lakes district. This stunning flight completes the Tarawera experience and returns you to your departure point on the shores of Lake Rotorua at
our downtown city floatplane pier.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - National Kiwi Hatchery Tour
The National Kiwi Hatchery Tour is a special opportunity to gain insight into and view this highly regarded conservation centre. Developed with
the visitor experience in mind, the hatchery boasts special viewing opportunities and is hosted by kiwi expert guides who ensure guests leave
fully informed and all questions answered. Learn all about New Zealand&rsquo;s intriguing national icon and the efforts of the kiwi husbandry
team, see and discover what it takes to hatch and rare chicks, and if you&rsquo;re lucky see baby chicks in person!

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Rotorua Canopy Tours: The Original Canopy Tour
Embark on a three hour adventure through native New Zealand forest. Journey through the beautiful forest canopy via an incredible network of
trails, tree platforms, Ziplines and swing bridges. See breathtaking views of the woodland valleys and hills as you fly through tight openings in
the trees. In between the thrill of the ziplines and suspended tree bridges, your guides will share their passion and knowledge for the forest and
the conservation challenges to preserve it.&nbsp;

Your accommodation: The Springs Rotorua
The Springs is set in a simple yet elegant garden of roses and camellias evoking a sense of restful
contentment. The Guest Wing, with four elegant rooms, is at the rear of the house ensuring a private, quiet
stay.
Meals included:

Breakfast

Day 11

Rotorua to Wellington
The drive from Rotorua to Wellington takes you via the township of Taupo home to New Zealand&rsquo;s largest lake. Following the lakeshore
South you&rsquo;ll pass Turani and then ascend the central plateau onto the high country Rangipo Desert. Skirting the edge of Tongariro
National Park, you&rsquo;ll reach the military town of Waiouru before descending through rich farmland and the rural towns of Taihape And
Mangaweka. Follow the coast through Paraparaumu, Paekakariki and Plimmerton to arrive at your destination, Wellington.

Your accommodation: Bolton Hotel Wellington
The Bolton Hotel offers contemporary apartment-style accommodation in the heart of Wellington. Just steps
from the Parliament buildings and central business district, Bolton Hotel is conveniently close to the best of
the city's shops, cafes and restaurants and is within walking distance of Wellington's vibrant waterfront.
Meals included:

Breakfast
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Day 12

Wellington City
Wellington home to New Zealand&rsquo;s centre of government has a largely cosmopolitan feel. Often referred to as &lsquo;mini Melbourne',
this (self-described) windy city is a melting pot of art, culture, food, and fashion. Quirky laneway bars, underground art shows, and hipster
eateries make up its inner-city vibe, while a host of sandy beaches outside the urban bustle bring a cheerful holiday feel.
Head to Te Papa Museum for a history lesson and a ticket to one of its many international exhibitions or jump aboard the Wellington Cable Car
at Lambton Quay - the only running funicular railway in the country. For those with an eye for boutique, fashion wander through Cuba St to
sample some of the city's best vintage stores. Break for coffee at a hipster cafe and be sure to snap a pic outside the &lsquo;Beehive,&rsquo;
New Zealand&rsquo;s parliamentary debate chamber.
Go behind the scenes at Weta Workshop Experience, the Oscar Award Winning design studio behind Lord Of The Rings, The Hobbit, and
Avatar. If you're a foodie at heart, a two-hour round trip to Martinborough is a must-do. Take your time as you wind through spectacular wine
country, and be sure to stop in at Martinborough Wines or Ata Rangi Martinborough. For an educational day out, learn about New Zealand's
native species at Zealandia, the world's first fully-fenced eco-sanctuary and home to over 40 types of endangered and native birds.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Wellington Half Day Tour
Witness the best sights of New Zealand's capital city up close and personal, before experiencing the beauty of the coastline that surrounds
central Wellington and its harbour. On this tour, you will head for the hills of Mt Victoria to witness the stunning landscape of Wellington and its
harbour below. You will then follow the coastline round to the Weta Cave Museum, which is the showpiece of Peter Jackson's film empire. After
a drive around the south coast, you will head back into the city for a ride on the Cable Car and a walk around the lady Norwood rose gardens.
The tour concludes with a visit to the Beehive and our Parliament buildings.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Zealandia By Night Wildlife Sanctuary Tour
Taking a night tour of Zealandia wildlife eco-sanctuary is an unforgettable experience and one that comes highly recommended. A conservation
success and safe haven for some of New Zealand's rarest native animals, Zealandia is home to many remarkable species of birds, reptiles and
insects living wild within a beautiful 225 hectare (one square mile) valley, just 10 minutes from the central city.
Your tour begins with an interactive exhibition before you walk through the gates of Zealandia predator-exclusion fence into the sanctuary. Your
guide will then lead you on a torch-light walk through the native New Zealand bush. Possible sights include Kiwi foraging on the forest floor,
tuatara hunting for food, glowworms shining, tiny Maud Island frogs in their enclosure, pateke (brown teal) ducks feeding at night and kaka
(parrots) coming in to roost. Zealandia is one of the best places to see kiwi in the wild. Over 100 of these nocturnal birds live freely in their
natural environment inside the safety of the sanctuary valley, so your chances of seeing one are high!

Your accommodation: Bolton Hotel Wellington
The Bolton Hotel offers contemporary apartment-style accommodation in the heart of Wellington. Just steps
from the Parliament buildings and central business district, Bolton Hotel is conveniently close to the best of
the city's shops, cafes and restaurants and is within walking distance of Wellington's vibrant waterfront.
Meals included:

Breakfast

Day 13

Depart Wellington today
Choose to explore more of Wellington's sights before dropping your rental car at the airport depot and continuing your onward journey.
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Tour details
Departures:

Daily

Tour type:

North Island Self Drive

Starts:

Auckland

Finishes:

Wellington

Tour length:

13

Accomodation:

Boutique lodges & hotels

Car/transport type:

Included activities
Includes

3 dinners

Includes

All breakfasts

Includes

Private airport transfers

Includes

Discover the Bay Hole in the Rock cruise

Includes

Cape Reinga and 90 Mile Beach Day Tour

Includes

Mitai Maori Village Concert & Buffet Dinner, Rotorua

Includes

Lake Tarawera and the buried village by floatplane

Includes

Waitomo Glow Worm Caves

Accommodation summary
Day 1

Fable Auckland

Day 2

Arcadia Lodge, Russell

Day 3

Arcadia Lodge, Russell

Day 4

Arcadia Lodge, Russell

Day 5

Woodhouse Mountain Lodge Warkworth

Day 6

Hahei Bed & Breakfast

Day 7

Hahei Bed & Breakfast

Day 8

Kamahi Cottage

Day 9

The Springs Rotorua

Day 10

The Springs Rotorua

Day 11

Bolton Hotel Wellington

Day 12

Bolton Hotel Wellington
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