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7 day Auckland to Christchurch Essential Highlights
This 7 day itinerary travels through the heart of the North Island to the capital city of Wellington. Cross
the Cook Strait and explore the Pacific Coastline of the South Island before arriving into Christchurch.
An ideal tour for those short on time and a wonderful introduction to the diversity New Zealand has to
offer.

Starts in:

Auckland

Finishes in:

Christchurch

Length:

7days / 6nights

Accommodation:

Hotel 4 star

Can be customised:

Yes

This itinerary can be customised to suit you
perfectly. We can add more days, remove days,
change accommodations, mix it up, add
activities to suit your interests or simply design
and create something from scratch. Call us
today to get your custom New Zealand itinerary
underway.

Inclusions:
Includes: Late model rental cars

Includes: Fully inclusive rental car insurance
(excess may apply)

Includes: Unlimited kms

Includes: GPS navigation

Includes: Airport & ferry terminal rental car fees

Includes: Additional drivers

Includes: Comprehensive tour pack (detailed
itinerary, driving instructions, map/guidebooks,
brochures)
Included activity: Private Transfer Auckland
Airport to Auckland accommodation with
Tourcorp
Included activity: Hobbiton Movie Set Tour

Includes: 24/7 support while touring New Zealand

Included activity: Mount Tarawera Fly Drive
Combo by Floatplane
Included activity: Interislander Ferry Wellington
to Picton

Included activity: Huka falls Jet Boat Ride

Included activity: Travel guide and in-country
support
Included activity: Te Pa Tu Evening Maori
Cultural Experience

: Meals included: 6 breakfasts, 1 dinner

For a detailed copy of this itinerary go to http://gailhughestravelmanagers.nzwt.co.nz/tour.php?tour_id=708 or call us on

Day 1

Private Transfer Auckland Airport to Auckland Accommodation
You will be met at the Auckland airport by the driver and transferred to your Auckland accommodation.

Welcome to Auckland
Auckland, New Zealand's self-proclaimed "City of Sails" is the country's largest metro area. Resting between the Pacific Ocean and the Tasman
Sea, this urban paradise has something for everyone. Surrounded by native bush, rainforests, and an abundance of beaches, Auckland is a
playground for both the city savvy and those with an eye for adventure. Explore the central museums and galleries on foot, or get out onto the
water to experience the best views of the city.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Harbour Sailing Cruise with Explore
Enjoy the City of Sails from the water on a relaxed harbour sailing yacht. This cruise offers a uniquely local experience experiencing the harbour
under sail with a small vessel with an intimate and engaging atmosphere. View the stunning city sights while sailing on the inner Waitemata
Harbour. Sail where the wind takes us while enjoying Auckland's city highlights; including sailing under the Harbour Bridge and other well-known
landmarks along the harbour's edge. The crew's local knowledge will give you the best harbour sailing experience Auckland has to offer.
Become the crew and help participate with the sailing experience take the helm while you carve through the water, or if you prefer just sit back
and relax above deck.

Your accommodation: M Social Hotel Auckland
A contemporary hotel for the curious, the explorers and those who thrive on new experiences. Functionally
chic, this contemporary hotel overlooks the vibrant Princes Wharf that is home to a good array of dining,
entertainment and shopping experiences.

Day 2

Collect your rental car
This tour can be priced with any of the rental cars available in our fantastic range, from economy hatchbacks to prestige saloons and SUV's.

GPS navigation
Navigating New Zealand can be done easily in two ways. If you have a smartphone, you will be able to connect it to the USB of your rental car
and your maps and other apps will display on the screen in the centre console of your vehicle, with the sound coming through the car speakers.
If you don't have a smartphone, chat to us to ensure we book you a car with a portable GPS system. Your portable GPS features a simple touch
screen interface, with automatic route calculation and turn-by-turn voice-prompted directions, which announces street names. The automotivegrade GPS unit is easy to use and has multiple language options.

Auckland to Matamata and Hobbiton
Head southbound on State Highway one through the lush farmland and dairy pastures of the Waikato region. The Bombay Hills mark the outer
boundary of the greater Auckland area and its here you turn inland towards Matamata. This is the real Middle Earth, and you'll see many
locations used in the filming of The Lord of The Rings and The Hobbit, as well as visiting the actual set of Hobbiton.

Hobbiton Movie Set tour from Shires Rest
Become immersed in the The Lord of the Rings and Hobbit films when you visit the actual Hobbiton movie set. Located just outside of Matamata
in the heart of the lush Waikato farming region, your tour will begin with a drive through a picturesque sheep farm. You'll then be taken through
Hobbit Holes, the Green Dragon Inn, the Mill and the Party Tree while your guide shares behind-the-scenes tales and insight into the making of
the films.
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Matamata to Rotorua
Just south of Matamata is the township of Tirau, home to the largest tin sheep and sheepdog, but it also offers a surprising number of bric a
brac, art, craft and antique stores if you feel like browsing.
Arriving into the City of Rotorua the regions geothermal activity becomes evident as you see steam rising from the roadside and surrounding
hills.
Considered the cultural centre for the Maori people, Rotorua is the ideal place to gain an insight into the history and culture. Nearby Ohinemutu
Village is the original site of the first Maori settlers in the area and despite its now modern surroundings and buildings you can still gain a sense
of what the original village was like. The magnificent meeting house and historic carvings along with the unique 'Tudor-style' St Faiths Church
feature in many visitors photo albums.
One of the most popular introductions to the Maori Culture is through an evening at Mitai Maori Village where you can enjoy performances and
demonstrations followed by a traditionally cooked hangi meal.
Of course Rotorua is also a great place to enjoy many other activities including, fishing, 4WD trips, relaxing spa treatments, mountain biking,
walking and hiking plus helicopter and float plane trips.

Te Pā Tū Evening Maori Cultural Experience
New Zealand&rsquo;s Most Awarded Cultural Attraction, Tamaki Māori Village presents TE PĀ TŪ. Feast on song, drama, tradition, and divine
seasonal kai (cuisine) within the forest Pā (village) blanketed by towering Tawa trees, blazing bonfires, and a forest-formed amphitheatre. Te Pā
Tū&nbsp;shares Māori history, traditions, and cultural aspirations across 4-hours of celebration and feasting. These events change with each
season of the maramataka, the Māori lunar calendar.&nbsp;

Your accommodation: Millennium Hotel Rotorua
Millennium Hotel is Rotorua's largest 4-star deluxe hotel. Perfectly situated in the heart of the city
overlooking Lake Rotorua. Five levels of accommodation offer guests a wide variety of scenic views.
Meals included:

Breakfast, Dinner

Day 3

Mount Tarawera Fly Drive Combo by Floatplane
Combine the experience of a 4WD walking tour on Mount Tarawera by Kaitiaki Adventures, with the thrill of departing from the remote shores go
Lake Rerewhakaaitu by Floatplane. Enjoy a spectacular aerial overview of the Waimangu Volcanic Valley, Mount Tarawera and our hidden
lakes district. This stunning flight completes the Tarawera experience and returns you to your departure point on the shores of Lake Rotorua at
our downtown city floatplane pier.

Rotorua to Taupo
Today drive through the heart of the Central North Island volcanic plateau. Visit the geothermal regions Wai O Tapu Thermal Wonderland and
Waimangu Volcanic Valley, before arriving into the town of Taupo, which sits on New Zealand's largest lake - Lake Taupo. Just north of the town
are the Huka Falls and a short detour to view is highly recommended, as is a visit to the nearby Craters of the Moon geothermal reserve.

Hukafalls Jet Boat Ride
The Huka Jet is 30 minutes of pure fun and exhilaration, skimming close to cliffs, sliding past trees, feeling the adrenalin of full 360 degree
spins. The excitement continues right up to the base of the foaming Huka Falls, where you get a spectacular water level view to New Zealand's
most visited natural attraction. Nothing compares to watching 220,000 litres per second tumbling over the cliff face towards you.
The water from the mighty Huka Falls runs down the Waikato River through a series of Hydro Power Stations. You'll get a view of the Wairakei
Geothermal Power Station in the comfort of a powerful Chevrolet V8 jet boat. This unique Geothermal Power Station uses underground
geothermal activity to produce hot steamy water. The Waikato Rivers beautiful environment is varied and unique and is New Zealand's longest
river flowing north from our largest lake, Lake Taupō.

Your accommodation: Hilton Lake Taupo
Originally built in 1889 as The Terraces Hotel the property was transformed to the elegant Hilton Lake
Taupo in 2009. Just minutes from the town center it features sweeping views over the largest lake in New
Zealand and across to Tongariro National Park.
Meals included:

Breakfast
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Day 4

Taupo to Wellington
The drive around the edge of New Zealand's largest lake leads you to Turangi, the self proclaimed Trout Fishing Capital. You can view the
Department of Conservations' National Trout Centre and Hatchery here. You then climb up onto the central plateau and the high country
Rangipo Desert. Skirting Tongariro National Park, one of New Zealand&rsquo;s three world heritage sites and clouds permitting you can see the
2,500 metre peak of the still volcanically active Mt. Ruapehu. You might recognise the symmetrical shape of Mt. Ngauruhoe as this was used as
the scenery of Mt. Doom in the Lord of the Rings Trilogy. A little further the military town of Waiouru also hosts the Army Museum, an incredible
collection of New Zealand&rsquo;s military history and a memorial to its servicemen. Heading south you pass through the rural towns of
Taihape, Mangaweka and Bulls before arriving on the Kapiti Coast. The coastal seaside towns of Paraparaumu, Paekakariki and Plimmerton
are worth a short detour before arriving into the capital city of Wellington. Plan to take most of the day for this drive.
Wellington City is New Zealand's capital. It sits on a wonderful deep natural harbour and is surrounded by bush clad hills. The city centre itself is
quite compact (only around 1 square kilometre) and so exploring on foot is relatively easy. From your city centre accommodation you can easily
stroll the cafes and restaurants around Courtenay Place and if you arrive early enough New Zealand;s national museum, Te Papa, is also close
by.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Zealandia By Night Wildlife Sanctuary Tour
Taking a night tour of Zealandia wildlife eco-sanctuary is an unforgettable experience and one that comes highly recommended. A conservation
success and safe haven for some of New Zealand's rarest native animals, Zealandia is home to many remarkable species of birds, reptiles and
insects living wild within a beautiful 225 hectare (one square mile) valley, just 10 minutes from the central city.
Your tour begins with an interactive exhibition before you walk through the gates of Zealandia predator-exclusion fence into the sanctuary. Your
guide will then lead you on a torch-light walk through the native New Zealand bush. Possible sights include Kiwi foraging on the forest floor,
tuatara hunting for food, glowworms shining, tiny Maud Island frogs in their enclosure, pateke (brown teal) ducks feeding at night and kaka
(parrots) coming in to roost. Zealandia is one of the best places to see kiwi in the wild. Over 100 of these nocturnal birds live freely in their
natural environment inside the safety of the sanctuary valley, so your chances of seeing one are high!

Your accommodation: Bolton Hotel Wellington
The Bolton Hotel offers contemporary apartment-style accommodation in the heart of Wellington. Just steps
from the Parliament buildings and central business district, Bolton Hotel is conveniently close to the best of
the city's shops, cafes and restaurants and is within walking distance of Wellington's vibrant waterfront.
Meals included:

Breakfast

Day 5

Interislander Ferry Wellington to Picton
The 92 km journey between Wellington and Picton takes around 3 hours and has been described as 'one of the most beautiful ferry rides in the
world'. Leaving Wellington Harbour you pass many interesting points such as Pencarrow Head on top of which is New Zealand's oldest
lighthouse (1859). Red Rocks is home to a seal colony and Oterangi Bay is the site which recorded the country's highest ever wind speed of
268 kph (167 mph).
From the Cook Strait spectacular views of the Kaikoura Ranges on the South Island can be enjoyed and dolphins and many sea birds are often
seen. Around one hour of the cruise takes you through the Marlborough Sounds and this region of bush covered mountains, small islands,
crystal clear waters and secluded bays offer remarkable photographic opportunities. The final leg of your cruise travels through Queen Charlotte
Sound before coming to an end in the picturesque town of Picton.

Collect your rental car
This tour can be priced with any of the rental cars available in our fantastic range, from economy hatchbacks to prestige saloons and SUV's.
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Your accommodation: Picton Yacht Club Hotel
Located in the heart of Picton, only a short walk to the marina, shopping & dining precinct and the ferry
terminal. Being in the Marlborough region, it is the gateway to the top of the picturesque South Island and
Queen Charlotte Sound.
Meals included:

Breakfast

Day 6

Picton to Christchurch
From Picton you cross the dry hills of the Marlborough ranges as you head towards one of the most spectacular coastlines of the South Island,
the Kaikoura Coast. The road hugs the shore for around 50 kilometres and offers many chances to view native wildlife such as seabirds and
New Zealand fur seals. To the east is the turquoise waters of the South Pacific Ocean and to the west the towering Kaikoura Ranges. Kaikoura
Township is a bustling place with many cafes, restaurants and shops, but the main reason for visiting here is the wildlife. Whale Watch Kaikoura
is New Zealand's only marine-based whale watching company offering visitors an exciting up-close encounter with the Giant Sperm Whale at all
times of the year. Depending on the season you may also see migrating Humpback Whales, Pilot Whales, Blue Whales and Southern Right
Whales.
The drive from Kaikoura to Christchurch continues to follow the spectacular coastline before heading inland and through North Canterbury's
major wine region, the Waipara Valley to arrive into Christchurch City.

Your accommodation: Distinction Hotel Christchurch
This luxury hotel is centrally located in the revitalised Cathedral Square in the heart of the city, a short stroll
from the Avon River, Botanical Gardens, Christchurch Casino, Cashel Mall and new Christchurch
Convention Centre.
Meals included:

Breakfast

Day 7

Return your vehicle to Christchurch Airport
Explore more of Christchurch before dropping your rental car at the airport depot and continuing your onward journey.
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Tour details
Departures:

Daily

Tour type:

Nationwide Self Drive

Starts:

Auckland

Finishes:

Christchurch

Tour length:

7

Accomodation:

Hotel 4 star

Car/transport type:

Included activities
Includes

All breakfasts

Includes

Private airport transfers

Includes

Interislander ferry crossing

Includes

Hobbiton Movie Set Tour, Matamata

Includes

Mitai Maori Village Concert & Buffet Dinner, Rotorua

Includes

Lake Tarawera and the buried village by floatplane

Includes

Huka Falls Jet Boat Tour

Accommodation summary
Day 1

M Social Hotel Auckland

Day 2

Millennium Hotel Rotorua

Day 3

Hilton Lake Taupo

Day 4

Bolton Hotel Wellington

Day 5

Picton Yacht Club Hotel

Day 6

Distinction Hotel Christchurch
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